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Dr. Gairdner felt that he was perhaps rather at a disadvantage in opening the discussion, in respect that he did not hear the paper of Dr. Coats, and in fact did not know of it till seeing it in the British Medical Journal, and even then had had no opportunity of reading it till a few days before this meeting. They would oblige him, therefore, by consider- ing that what he had to say had not had the elaborate attention to the subject which he would have liked to give to it, and which he felt to be appropriate and suitable.
The paper of Dr. Coats, he was bound to say, had been to him a very interesting, and, in many points, satisfactory one.
He would keep himself rigidly to the bounds prescribed for the present discussion. There was quite enough in this paper to raise many questions and to give rise to different views, yet he thought these views would be dominated by the feeling of respect, which he himself shared, for its carefulness, precision, and logical force, and that, whether one agreed with it or not, he must feel that it was impossible to disagree with it without having good grounds to state for doing so. Taking the different points in their order in the paper, the first paragraph wTas as to the prevalence of tuberculosis, and in regard to this Dr. Coats had reached a conclusion which must have been rather startling to those who were present.
He said?" If we take into account the cases of external tuberculosis, wTe shall not be far from the truth in saying that about half the persons born into the world are at some period of their lives affected wTith tuberculosis." This was a startling idea, a very startling conclusion, if it was to be a conclusion. 
